Spontaneous pulmonary hemorrhage following coronary thrombolysis.
Excessive bleeding is a major concern during the administration of thrombolytic therapy. Although the great majority of these events occur at sites of vascular interruption, major gastrointestinal, retroperitoneal, genitourinary, and central nervous system hemorrhage are known to occur. We present a patient who developed spontaneous pulmonary hemorrhage during thrombolytic therapy. Lack of recognition that the lungs too may be a site of spontaneous hemorrhage during thrombolytic therapy may lead to a considerable diagnostic and therapeutic delay. Pulmonary hemorrhage should be considered in the differential diagnosis of patients who receive thrombolytic therapy in whom new roentgenographic pulmonary infiltrates present accompanied by decreases in hematocrit value.